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still popularly supposed to have " paid/'    But this
delusion is not shared by those who have looked facts in
the face, and consulted the original and contemporary
authorities* The war was ended by the Peace of Paris in
1763* In the Spring of 1761, writes Lecky, " the burden
of the war was beginning to be seriously felt/'l   The
arguments in favour of terminating a war " are always
strong " in the opinion of that sober historian, " but in
this case they had a more than common force/*   The
debt was rapidly increasing and the estimates had risen
to an alarming extent*   In 1752 three per cent* consols
stood at 106* In 1755, on the eve of war, they fell to 90,
and continued to fall through almost the whole course
of the war, though a rumour of peace in March 1761 sent
them up four points*  But in 1762 they dropped to 63.*
Early in 1761, when a new ballot was about to be en-
forced for service in the militia, riots took place in several
counties*  At Hexham, where the Deputy Lieutenant and
Justices met on March gth, four companies of the York*
shire Militia were attacked by 6000 or 7000 North-
umbrians, mostly pitmen armed with spiked clubs. An
officer and three soldiers were killed. The soldiers fired,
killing forty-two and wounding forty-eight*   A letter
from Berwick recounting the tragedy was printed in the
London papers*  The writer looked forward with dread
to some more extensive ^ movement:  " Where it will
end, God knows;  so variable is the multitude that a
measure,8brought about a few years ago by their clamour,
appears now to them the most oppressive that ever a
free nation was subjected to/'

1 Sec Lecky's History of England in the Eighteenth Centuryf chap* x.

* See Hamilton on The National Debt, ^rd edition* 1818. p. 318*

* The Ballot Act, under which working men had to draw lots for
military service.